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Report of the Value-Added Course

Name of the course: Archival Studies and Museology

The value-added course titled Archival Studies and Museology was started for the final year
BA students during the academic year 2019-20. The syllabus of the course was designed and
it was decided to give 18 hours theory class and 18 hours practical sessions.

Arya Sabu , Assistant Professor , Department of History , Assumption College,

Changanassery. She handled the sessions on 11 ,and 12 November 2019 . She gave
theoretical knowledge on building and curating archives. Her class gave an understanding on
the necessity of preserving the archival documents . She also explained the history of the
museums and their role in society as well as methods and techniques of the preservation of
objects in museums. Aneesh S, Assistant Professor, Department of History also handled the
theory class on 13 November 2019.

Arun B Nair, Archival Conservator gave the practical sessions on archival conservation on
20 and 21 November 2019 . The practical session was given in archives of CMS College
Kottayam. Aneesh S also supported the practical sessions.

As part of the add on course on archaeology and Museology, a field trip was arranged for
B.A.History students of 2017-20 batch. The students were accompanied by three of the
faculty members of the department. As per the initiative, the team had visited Hill Palace
Museum ,Thripunithura and Museum of Kerala History, Edappally.

Museum visited:Hill Palace Museum, Thripunithura and Museum of Kerala
History,Edappally.

Date of visit:November 17,2019

Time: 7 am to 8 pm.

Located in the heart of the culturally important town of Thripunithura, Hill Palace Museum
is a treat to the eye. The exhibits housed here as of prominent historical and cultural
significance, Not just the architecture but the exhibits of the museum reflects the way the
then society operates at this point of time-it is a mix between the tradition and modern, The
museum is around 150 years old. One of the finest architectural marvels in the state, the Hill
Palace Museum was once the residence of the Kochi Royal family. Each part of the palace
marks a blend of indigenous Kerala architectural style and western influence. The museum
has around 13 different galleries with exquisite exhibits. a magnificent attraction of the




museum is the Royal Throne exhibited in the Cabinet Hall, and a dilapidated portion of the
wood carvings from Enadimangalam temple belonging to 14 CE depicts scenes from
Ramayana.The portraits of Kings of Kochi Kingdom and the Tanjaore paints of the Paintings
gallery, the ceramic collection of the Mannadiar gallery and the ornaments collections of the
ornament gallery are other attractions which has the exhibition of royal throne are of
extreme prominence and historical importance. The epigraphy gallery, metal ware gallery
,the numismatic gallery, the Paliyam gallery, the ancient Indian history gallery, the stone

sculpture gallery are the other attractions .the heritage museum in the traditional Ettukettu
structure showcases the household articles used in the past times.

MadhavanNayar Foundation or Museum of Kerala History,situated at Edappallly,is a
monument dedicated exclusively to showcase Kerala History.The museum entrance has a
statue of sage Parasurama.The museum showcases historic episode from the Neolithic to
the modern era.The museum has nearly 90 life like statues who made history n Kerala, A
one hour light and sound show with narration witness the course of Kerala history from the
early ages including Ay Andiran of Pothiyilmala, St.Thomas, The Aryan migration,
Kulashekharas, Cheraman Perumal and Shankaracharya. The museum represents the socio-
cultural aspects of Kerala like Kathakali and Mohiniyattom etc. The museum also has
miniatures belonging to various schools of art like Mughals, the Rajasthani, the Deccan etc.it
also has a magnificent doll museum with more than 100 dolls on display from different

Indian states like Gujarat, Kashmir and South India.The art Gallery also has paintings and art
works of M.F.Hussain, Raja Ravi Varma,JaminiRoy,

SanjayBhattacharya,Bimal Das etc. which
provides glimpse into various phases of Indian art.

The visit was immensely fruitful to the students to know more about the status of ar

chelogy,
museum conservation and management.

A total number of 37 students of third DC History benefitted the cou
to pursue higher studies in this particular area of study.
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Value Added Course

Archival Studies and Museology

Objectives:

To acquaint students briefly with the fundamentals of the role and functions of the
Archives and Museum
To train the students in various methods of Archival Studies.

To produce competent professionals in the field of Archival studies

To examine the philosophy of Archives and Museums and their multiform character and
purpose.
To understand the emerging trends in Conservation, Reprography/digitization

To attain practical knowledge in Archives administration and Records management.



Course |
Introduction to Archives and Museums
l. Introduction to Archives

Definitions-Document - Record -Characteristics of Archives- Library - Museum-Differentiations
and Functions

National Archives of India- Features, Functions
Kerala state Archives- Central Archives & Regional Archives
Indian Historical Records Commission (IHRC)
International Council on Archives (ICA)
(9 Hours)
. Introduction to Museums
Museums-Aims, Scope & Functions
Origin of Museums -History of Museums in India

Kinds of Museums-National Museum, New Delhi-Prince of Wales Museum, Calcutta-Museums
in Kerala

International Council of Museums (ICOM)
(9 Hours)
Practicals

e Field visit
e Institution visit
e Documentation
(18 Hours)



Course Il
Archival Conservation and Museolgy
. Archival Conservation
Introduction to Conservation- Archival Conservation
Principles of Conservation
Types of Conservation-Preventive, Restorative, Curative
Pagination-Fumigation-De acidification-Removal of stains-Tissue Repair/Lamination
Binding- Other Repairs - Reprographic Techniques- Digitization

Organization and Management of Reprographic Services (9 Hours) -

2. Basics of Museology

General principles of Museology —History of Museology — Different techniques and methods in
Museolgy

(9 Hours)

Practicals

l. Cleaning and Dust Removal, pagination
. Fumigation- using methanol
1. De Acidification using Methanol or Ammonium Hydroxide
IV.  Tissue Repair/Tissue lamination
V. Archival Binding
VI.  Photocopying
VII.  Digitization
(18 Hours)



Course 1
Archives Administration and Records Management
. Archives Administration
Archivist: Duties and qualifications
Setting up of Record Room
Retrieval tools or Finding Aids or Reference Media
Private Archives- Archives in neighboring countries

Archives Management -Records Management -Filing system-creation, closing, and recording of
files -Introduction to Manual of office Procedure (MOP)

( 12Hours)
1. Museology in Practice
Acquisition of Museum objects-
Cataloging of objects-preparation of index cards-records and registers
Museum Display
( 6 Hours)

Practicals

e Archives Training

e Accession and arrangement of records

e MOP

e Museum Training (18 Hours)
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